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OF TRIS FORL IS PRORIBIVED.

anzovrding
to snnouncenents in the press by the Military Control Comnission. Applica-
tions for the permit include the usuval personal history stateient and also
the reason for making the trip and the length of absence intended. Permits
are secured from the Shanghai Cembral Police Headquarters on Foochow Road.
Persong who travel repularly bebween Shanghai and lieng Kong state that per-
wits are seldom required on the train; a Bhanghai residence cervificate and
tatters showing the reasen for travel, such as visits to wvelatives or illness
in the family, are the only documenbs which nesd be shown. Travel permits
sre mandabtory only when a residence certificate is lackinge

Departing travelers at the North Station, Shanghal, are sxexmined in the space
bayond the weiling rooms ard near the entrance to trains. Inspectiocns are
wade by a seavch party, usually consisting of three men and two matrons, in
railway uniforn, with armbands reading "Inspecticn Group® (44 4 MK); they
ar pot members of the Pesple!s Idberation Army (PLA). Since the number of
wpeetors is quite inadequate, personal and baggage inspections are Cursorys
e inspector runs his band quickly over the pevrson front and back, and bage
gage often passes without being opened. A thorough spol check is mede of
shout five percent of the passenpers. The search party appears to be prim-
arily interested in discovering gold or Uniied States curvency.

After the first clearance, passengers enber the train platform, being given
= quiek body search, with arms above their heads, at the gate. Visitors ave
permitted to enber the departure platform if they can show residence certili-
cates, Platform guards are very lenieut, however, end will accept almosht arg
kind of identification for visltors.

Passengors on boarding the train are again spot checked by the train guards,
who are PLA soldiers wibth arwbands reading "Garrison! 8] ). 4= soon
as the train starts, the soldiers, who are usually assigned Zour to z twaln,
bagin working through the coaches in pairs, beginming from bobth ends of

the train. They make no body or baggage searches bub only scrutinine ihe
compartments.. The scldiers ave usually young and hurry through their exwmai-
nation in an enmbarrassed manner, while the passengers all sil silent. Pas-
sengers who show travel parmits are guesticned; those who have only
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residence certificates are usually asked for some other supporting evidence
of reasons for the trip. Once a complete check of the train has been conm-
pleted, the guards return to the coaches, on long journeys, only aiter major
stops. Several general checks are thus nade during a long trip.¥

At stops, there are no restrictions on passengers lesving the train or
visiting with friends. VFences along the right-of-way are often {ull of ner-
chants and onlookers, and small purchases can be made through the palings.
Some vendors with wares on trays or kebtles of tea are allowed to enter the

-station platforms and sell to pacsengers in the coaches. En roube, stations

were alorted by f£icld telephone of an air-raid threat, and the train is
stopped. The locomotive is removed and camouflaged with shrubbery, in ad-
dition to the slight camouflage 1t nearly always carries when troveling, and
passengers are ordered to alight. Io bazgage is allowed to be removed; the
enpby cars arc sealed against theit.

Upon the train's arrival in Canton, four or five customs officials make a
cursory inspection, acting as supervisors for PLA soldiers who do the actual
work. Defore March 1950, all inspections were made by PLA personnel, but the
regular customs inspectors then returned tc work. Their atbitude, however,:
is uninterested, since they realize they are so understalfed that insjcction
can be only a formality. Spot searches, of varying degrees of severibty, are
made on passengers, bub little attention is paicd 4o baggage unless it is
heavy and suspected of conbaining gold.

idter leaving the customs office, passengers proceed to Shenchuan (11408,
22-32), where they undergo another baggage search, this time by PLA soldicrs,
who pay speeial atbention to heavy articles. From there, travelers walk
across the bridsge to the Hong Kong Revenue Office, whore they are again ex-
amined by British {or usually Indian) guards and a Chinese staff. Unbil
May 1950, persons showing a UMilitary Control Commission travel permit were
allowed to enter the colony without difiiculty; during lay, the reguirement
wos changed to a Hong Kong entry visa.#*%  Tven without a permit, travelers
who show business or Jlamily reasons for entry are usually allowed to procecd
without too much trouble. Al officials execept the Dritish ofiicers accept
bribes. Any gold found is confiscated.
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[__JlComcnt: Travelers from the north have given the {requency of train
inspeclions as a reascn Ior preferring to journey by sea, where the dockside
inspection is the last. [ | 25X1A

s [ ] Comment s Immigration restrictiones in Hong Kong were tipghtened in llay,

but Chinese and British alike admitted that there was not sufficient staff to
make the new regulations effective.
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